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Slavery/Emancipation

Removing the Fetters of Servitude

Rumi in the Book VI of the Mathnawi: Expounding the Tradition that Mustafa
(Mohammed) said, the blessings of God be upon him: “When | am the protector of any
one, ‘Ali too is his protector,” so that the Hypocrites asked sarcastically, “Was not he
satisfied with the obedience and service rendered by us to himself that he bids us render
the same service to a sniveling child?” etc:

Who is the “protector”? He that sets you free and

removes the fetters of servitude from your feet.

Since prophethood is the guide to freedom, freedom is
bestowed on true believers by the prophets.

Rejoice, O community of true believers: show yourselves to
be “free” (pure and noble) as the cypress and the lily;

But do ye, like the gay-coloured garden, at every moment
give unspoken thanks to the Water.



