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|. Tragedy of Karbala vs. Greek Tragedy: The Fall andRise of the Infallible Hero

As mentioned before, the sacrifice for Allah (smit)st be the best of the best, and purest of

the purest. This is what distinguishes the eveitasbala from all other forms of tragedy.

Here are some points about tragedy in general:

1. Tragedy: Tragedy as defined by Aristotle in tReeticsis “the imitation of an action that
is serious and also, as having magnitude, complatself.” Aristotle set down the
guidelines for tragedy which consists of:

i) The tragic hero who should be of high worth or ditag, but not perfect.

i) A tragic flaw, weakness, or transgression (hubinsthe hero which leads to the
hero’s downfall.

iii) The recognition scene where the hero realizes ihatas done.

iv) The effect of the inevitable disaster (catastrophre}he spectators is the cleansing
(catharsis) The cleansing process is due to thei@nsoofpity for the tragic hero and
terror through what they have seen.

2. Definition of a Tragic Hero:

A tragic hero has the potential for greatness $dbomed to fail. He isapped in a
situation where he cannot win. He makes some $aragic flaw, and this causes his fall
from greatness. Even though he is a falero, he still wins a moral victory, and his spirit
lives on.

TRAGIC HEROES ARE:

BORN INTO NOBILITY

RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN FATE

ENDOWED WITH A TRAGIC FLAW

DOOMED TO MAKE A SERIOUS ERROR IN JUDGEMENT

EVENTUALLY, TRAGIC HEROES FALL FROM GREAT HEIGHTS R HIGH
ESTEEM

REALIZE THEY HAVE MADE AN IRREVERSIBLE MISTAKE
FACE AND ACCEPT DEATH WITH HONOR
MEET A TRAGIC DEATH

THE AUDIENCE IS AFFECTED BY PITY and/or FEAR



The Journey unto Allah (swt)
1. The Commune with Allah:

(SR 84:6) «als B35 B J) Fals” 31 bl G ¢
(O Man! Verily you art ever toiling on towards ydord- painfully toiling,- but you will meet
Him.)
We are destined to meet Allah (swt). Thus, theneyrtowards Him is happening with each
inhalation and exhalation, albeit voluntary or iurdgary.

. Distinct Destinations and Diverse Directions:

(sl 28:5) el il Say U Al 6F 0l e 1575 0
(He who hopes to meet Allah [must know] that thentef Allah is coming. He is the hearer,
the knower.)
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(Say | am only a human like you, revealed to mtha your god is one God. Let him who
hopes for the encounter with his lord do good warld not associate anyone with the worship
of his lord.)
Everyone has a unique destination toward whichhieels moving. Some meet Allah (swt),
others meet their lord, i.eomeNames of God, and not ‘Allah’ (in the complete szf the
Name). Thus, people take different paths relativinéir end destinations.

. The Commune with Allah will not be unless after Deth:

To meet with Allah (swt) and commune with Him, withe’s Lord, one has to die. Prophet
Mohammad (sa) said: He who loves Allah’s meetingalAloves his meeting, and he who
detests Allah’s meeting, Allah detests his meeting.
i Al ;,?JM 65 LG s Al i,;hﬁc i Laf

And Allah called upon Jews who con5|dered themseliiends of Allah to wish for death:
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(Say O ye that stand on Judaism! If ye think thataye friends to Allah, to the exclusion of
(other) men, then express your desire for deatye i&re truthful! But never will they express
their desire (for death), because of the (deeds) llands have sent on before them! And Allah
knows well those that do wrong! Say: "the deatimfrohich you flee will truly overtake you.
Then, you will be sent back to the knower of thisgsret and open, and he will tell you (the
truth of) the things that you did!")
Thus, a sign of one’s love for Allah (swt) is toslifor death!

. Journey unto Allah as a form of Death:

In this context, death is negation of the self ané’s attachment to the world. A voluntary
return to Allah involves one’s negation of one’sf sed detaching from everything but Allah
(swi).

From Madinah to Karbala: The Journey from the Selfto Allah:

When the caravan of Imam Husain’s Household retlfram Shaam (Damascus) to Madina,
Imam Ali ibn al-Husain (as) told Bashir ibn Jazlamgo and announce the news... (See the
appendlx) He recited a poem which referred toraevéorm the Hon Quran:
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(and when a party of them said: “O people of Yatl{Madinah), there is no place for you
here, therefore return. And a party of them askedd of the prophet, saying: 'our houses are
exposed’ whereas they were not, they only wishdi@ed’)
In the erfanic literature, Madinah is consideredtaes city of humanity and a symbol for it.
Thus, the pronouncement that there is no dwellitegep for the citizens of the city is a
reference to the endless Journey of human beingads Allah.
6. Journey towards Allah and His Manifestations:
The journey towards Allah (swt) involves three lsrmaf negations on the part of His servants
and three kinds of Manifestations on His partwigh manifestations of Allah’s deedAf(al),
the servant negates his own deeds; (ii) with matateons of Allah’s attributesSgfaa), the
servant negates his own attributes; (iii) with niestations of Allah’s self4aal), the servant
negated his own self.
7. Two Kinds of Manifestations:
Each of the three types of manifestation, menticaigalve, can be eithgamali (beautiful) or
jalali (majestic). Note that the Holy Prophet (peace benupim and his progeny) has been
quoted saying:
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“Heaven is wrapped with unpleasant things and treis wrapped with pleasant things”
And Imam Ali (as) has been quoted saying:
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“Glory to Him who extends His Mercy to His frienttgough intense hardships by Him and
intensifies His revenge on His enemies througtektended blessings”!
8. Suffering as a Necessary Element of the Path to At (swt):
All forms of self-negation, at some points, arenfidi associated with some kind of suffering,
but the sufferings of those who love God are miwgith some forms of beauty. And this is
why they do not escape it. The Holy Quran desesritbe giving of the birth and the pain
associated with it as:
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(We have charged the human to be kind to his par&ith much pain his mother bore him,
and with much pain she gave birth to him)
Mothers carry children witkorh notkarh (pain associated with love, not dislike).
And Imam Husain (as), on the day of Ashora, tokldumpanions:
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“Patience O sons of Honor, for death is nothingabhtidge”
lll.  Those without Journey to God
1. Journey to vs. Orbiting around :
Those who are far, journey towards Allah, but thebe are near they have a different relation
with Him:
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(Behold! We gave the site, to Abraham, of the Ho(saying): "Associate not anythlng with
me; and sanctify my house for those who compassuitd, or stand up, or bow, or prostrate
themselves (therein in prayer).



