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I. Tragedy of Karbala vs. Greek Tragedy: The Fall and Rise of the Infallible Hero
As mentioned before, the sacrifice for Allah (swt) must be the best of the best, and purest of
the purest. This is what distinguishes the event of Karbala from all other forms of tragedy.
Here are some points about tragedy in general:
1. Tragedy: Tragedy as defined by Aristotle in the Poetics is “the imitation of an action that
is serious and also, as having magnitude, complete in itself.” Aristotle set down the
guidelines for tragedy which consists of:
i) The tragic hero who should be of high worth or standing, but not perfect.
ii) A tragic flaw, weakness, or transgression (hubris) in the hero which leads to the
hero’s downfall.
iii) The recognition scene where the hero realizes what he has done.
iv) The effect of the inevitable disaster (catastrophe) on the spectators is the cleansing
(catharsis) The cleansing process is due to the emotions of pity for the tragic hero and
terror through what they have seen.
2. Definition of a Tragic Hero:
A tragic hero has the potential for greatness but is doomed to fail. He is trapped in a
situation where he cannot win. He makes some sort of tragic flaw, and this causes his fall
from greatness. Even though he is a fallen hero, he still wins a moral victory, and his spirit
lives on.
TRAGIC HEROES ARE:
BORN INTO NOBILITY
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN FATE
ENDOWED WITH A TRAGIC FLAW
DOOMED TO MAKE A SERIOUS ERROR IN JUDGEMENT
EVENTUALLY, TRAGIC HEROES FALL FROM GREAT HEIGHTS OR HIGH
ESTEEM
REALIZE THEY HAVE MADE AN IRREVERSIBLE MISTAKE
FACE AND ACCEPT DEATH WITH HONOR
MEET A TRAGIC DEATH
THE AUDIENCE IS AFFECTED BY PITY and/or FEAR
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II. The Journey unto Allah (swt)
1. The Commune with Allah:

2.

3.

4.

5.

(ق
 ا84:6) ﻤﻠﹶﺎﻗِﻴ ِﻪ ﺎ ﹶﻓﺪﺣ ﻚ ﹶﻛ
 ﺑﺭ ﺡ ِﺇﻟﹶﻰ
 ﻚ ﻛﹶﺎ ِﺩ
 ﻧﺎ ﹸﻥ ِﺇﺎ ﺍﹾﻟﺈِﻧﺴﻳﻬﺎ ﹶﺃﻳ
(O Man! Verily you art ever toiling on towards your lord- painfully toiling,- but you will meet
Him.)
We are destined to meet Allah (swt). Thus, the journey towards Him is happening with each
inhalation and exhalation, albeit voluntary or involuntary.
Distinct Destinations and Diverse Directions:
( ات28:5) ﻢ ﻌﻠِﻴ ﻊ ﺍﹾﻟ ﺴﻤِﻴ
 ﻮ ﺍﻟ ﻫ ﻭ ﺕ
ٍ ﺟ ﹶﻞ ﺍﻟﱠﻠ ِﻪ ﻟﹶﺂ ﻮﺍ ِﻟﻘﹶﺎﺀ ﺍﻟﱠﻠ ِﻪ ﹶﻓﺈِ ﱠﻥ ﹶﺃﺮﺟ ﻳ ﻦ ﻛﹶﺎ ﹶﻥﻣ
(He who hopes to meet Allah [must know] that the term of Allah is coming. He is the hearer,
the knower.)
18:110) ﺍﺣﺪ ﺑ ِﻪ ﹶﺃﺭ ﺩ ِﺓ ﺎﻙ ِﺑ ِﻌﺒ ﺸ ِﺮ
 ﻳ ﻭﻟﹶﺎ ﺎﺎِﻟﺤﻤﻠﹰﺎ ﺻ ﻋ ﻤ ﹾﻞ ﻌ ﻴﺑ ِﻪ ﹶﻓ ﹾﻠﺭ ﻮﺍ ِﻟﻘﹶﺎﺀﺮﺟ ﻳ ﻦ ﻛﹶﺎ ﹶﻥﺪ ﹶﻓﻤ ﺍ ِﺣﻪ ﻭ ﻢ ِﺇﹶﻟ ﻬ ﹸﻜ ﺎ ِﺇﹶﻟﻧﻤﻲ ﹶﺃ ﻰ ِﺇﹶﻟﻳﻮﺣ ﻢ ﻣﹾﺜﹸﻠ ﹸﻜ ﺮ ﺸ
 ﺑ ﺎﺎ ﹶﺃﻧﻧﻤﹸﻗ ﹾﻞ ِﺇ
(ا
(Say I am only a human like you, revealed to me is that your god is one God. Let him who
hopes for the encounter with his lord do good work, and not associate anyone with the worship
of his lord.)
Everyone has a unique destination toward which he/she is moving. Some meet Allah (swt),
others meet their lord, i.e. some Names of God, and not ‘Allah’ (in the complete sense of the
Name). Thus, people take different paths relative to their end destinations.
The Commune with Allah will not be unless after Death:
To meet with Allah (swt) and commune with Him, with one’s Lord, one has to die. Prophet
Mohammad (sa) said: He who loves Allah’s meeting, Allah loves his meeting, and he who
detests Allah’s meeting, Allah detests his meeting.
ﻩ ﻪ ِﻟﻘﹶﺎ َﺀ ﻩ ﺍﻟﱠﻠ ﻩ ِﻟﻘﹶﺎ َﺀ ﺍﻟﱠﻠ ِﻪ ﹶﻛ ِﺮ ﻦ ﹶﻛ ِﺮ ﻣ ﻭ ﻩ ﻪ ِﻟﻘﹶﺎ َﺀ ﺐ ﺍﻟﱠﻠ
 ﺣ ﺐ ِﻟﻘﹶﺎ َﺀ ﺍﻟﱠﻠ ِﻪ ﹶﺃ
 ﺣ ﻦ ﹶﺃ ﻣ
And Allah called upon Jews who considered themselves friends of Allah to wish for death:
ﻢ ﻋﻠِﻴ ﻪ ﺍﻟﱠﻠﻢ ﻭ ﻳﺪِﻳ ِﻬﺖ ﹶﺃ
 ﻣ ﺪ ﺎ ﹶﻗﺍ ِﺑﻤﺑﺪﻪ ﹶﺃ ﻧﻮ ﻨﻤ ﺘﻳ ﻭﻟﹶﺎ ﲔ
 ﺎ ِﺩِﻗﻢ ﺻ ﺘﺕ ﺇِﻥ ﻛﹸﻨ
 ﻮ ﻤ ﺍ ﺍﹾﻟﻨﻮﻤ ﺘﺱ ﹶﻓ
ِ ﺎﻭ ِﻥ ﺍﻟﻨﺎﺀ ِﻟﱠﻠ ِﻪ ﻣِﻦ ﺩﻭِﻟﻴ ﻢ ﹶﺃ ﻧ ﹸﻜﻢ ﹶﺃ ﺘﻤ ﻋ ﺯ ﻭﺍ ﺇِﻥﺎﺩﻦ ﻫ ﺎ ﺍﱠﻟﺬِﻳﻳﻬﺎ ﹶﺃﹸﻗ ﹾﻞ ﻳ
( ا62:6-8) ﻤﻠﹸﻮ ﹶﻥ ﻌ ﺗ ﻢ ﺘﺎ ﻛﹸﻨﺒﹸﺌﻜﹸﻢ ِﺑﻤﻨﻴﺩ ِﺓ ﹶﻓ ﺎﺸﻬ
 ﺍﻟﺐ ﻭ
ِ ﻴﻐ ﺎِﻟ ِﻢ ﺍﹾﻟﻭ ﹶﻥ ِﺇﻟﹶﻰ ﻋﺮﺩ ﺗ ﻢ ﻢ ﹸﺛ ﻣﻠﹶﺎﻗِﻴ ﹸﻜ ﻪ ﻧﻪ ﹶﻓِﺈ ﻨﻭ ﹶﻥ ِﻣﺗ ِﻔﺮ ﺕ ﺍﱠﻟﺬِﻱ
 ﻮ ﻤ ﲔ ﹸﻗ ﹾﻞ ِﺇ ﱠﻥ ﺍﹾﻟ
 ﺑِﺎﻟﻈﱠﺎِﻟ ِﻤ
(Say O ye that stand on Judaism! If ye think that ye are friends to Allah, to the exclusion of
(other) men, then express your desire for death, if ye are truthful! But never will they express
their desire (for death), because of the (deeds) their hands have sent on before them! And Allah
knows well those that do wrong! Say: "the death from which you flee will truly overtake you.
Then, you will be sent back to the knower of things secret and open, and he will tell you (the
truth of) the things that you did!")
Thus, a sign of one’s love for Allah (swt) is to wish for death!
Journey unto Allah as a form of Death:
In this context, death is negation of the self and one’s attachment to the world. A voluntary
return to Allah involves one’s negation of one’s self and detaching from everything but Allah
(swt).
From Madinah to Karbala: The Journey from the Self to Allah:
When the caravan of Imam Husain’s Household returned from Shaam (Damascus) to Madina,
Imam Ali ibn al-Husain (as) told Bashir ibn Jazlam to go and announce the news… (See the
appendix). He recited a poem which referred to a verse form the Holy Quran:
ﺍﺍﺭﻭ ﹶﻥ ِﺇﻟﱠﺎ ِﻓﺮﻳﺮِﻳﺪ ﺭ ٍﺓ ﺇِﻥ ﻮ ﻌ ﻲ ِﺑ ﺎ ِﻫﻭﻣ ﺭ ﹲﺓ ﻮ ﻋ ﺎﺗﻨﻮﺑﻴ ﻳﻘﹸﻮﻟﹸﻮ ﹶﻥ ِﺇ ﱠﻥ ﻲ ﻨِﺒﻢ ﺍﻟ ﻬ ﻨﻣ ﻖ ﺘ ﹾﺄ ِﺫ ﹸﻥ ﻓﹶﺮِﻳﺴ
 ﻳﻭ ﻮﺍﺭ ِﺟﻌ ﻢ ﻓﹶﺎ ﻡ ﹶﻟ ﹸﻜ ﻣﻘﹶﺎ ﺏ ﻟﹶﺎ
 ِﻳﹾﺜﺮ ﻫ ﹶﻞ ﺎ ﹶﺃﻢ ﻳ ﻬ ﻨﻣ ﻭِﺇ ﹾﺫ ﻗﹶﺎﻟﹶﺖ ﻃﱠﺎِﺋ ﹶﻔ ﹲﺔ
("اب#$ ا33:13)
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(and when a party of them said: “O people of Yathrib (Madinah), there is no place for you
here, therefore return. And a party of them asked leave of the prophet, saying: 'our houses are
exposed' whereas they were not, they only wished to flee.”)
In the erfanic literature, Madinah is considered as the city of humanity and a symbol for it.
Thus, the pronouncement that there is no dwelling place for the citizens of the city is a
reference to the endless Journey of human beings towards Allah.
6. Journey towards Allah and His Manifestations:
The journey towards Allah (swt) involves three kinds of negations on the part of His servants
and three kinds of Manifestations on His part: (i) with manifestations of Allah’s deeds (Af’al),
the servant negates his own deeds; (ii) with manifestations of Allah’s attributes (Sefaat), the
servant negates his own attributes; (iii) with manifestations of Allah’s self (Zaat), the servant
negated his own self.
7. Two Kinds of Manifestations:
Each of the three types of manifestation, mentioned above, can be either jamali (beautiful) or
jalali (majestic). Note that the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) has been
quoted saying:
ﺣﻔﹼﺖ ﺍﳉﻨﺔ ﺑﺎﳌﻜﺎﺭﻩ ﻭ ﺣﻔﹼﺖ ﺍﻟﻨﺎﺭ ﺑﺎﻟﺸﻬﻮﺍﺕ
“Heaven is wrapped with unpleasant things and the Fire is wrapped with pleasant things”!
And Imam Ali (as) has been quoted saying:
ﺕ ﻧﻘﻤﺘﻪ ﻻﻋﺪﺍﺋﻪ ﰲ ﺳﻌﺔ ﺭﲪﺘﻪﺕ ﻧﻘﻤﺘﻪ ﻭ ﺍﺷﺘﺪﺳﺒﺤﺎﻥ ﻣﻦ ﺍﺗﺴﻌﺖ ﺭﲪﺘﻪ ﻷﻭﻟﻴﺎﺋﻪ ﰲ ﺷﺪ
“Glory to Him who extends His Mercy to His friends through intense hardships by Him and
intensifies His revenge on His enemies through his extended blessings”!
8. Suffering as a Necessary Element of the Path to Allah (swt):
All forms of self-negation, at some points, are painful, associated with some kind of suffering,
but the sufferings of those who love God are mixed with some forms of beauty. And this is
why they do not escape it. The Holy Quran describes the giving of the birth and the pain
associated with it as:
( ف#$ ا46:15) ﻪ ﻤﹸﻠ ﺣ ﻭ ﺎﺮﻫ ﻪ ﹸﻛ ﺘﻌ ﺿ
 ﻭ ﻭ ﺎﺮﻫ ﻪ ﹸﻛ ﻣ ﻪ ﹸﺃ ﺘ ﻤﹶﻠ ﺣ ﺎﺎﻧﺣﺴ ﻳ ِﻪ ِﺇﺪ ﺍِﻟﺎ ﹶﻥ ِﺑﻮﺎ ﺍﹾﻟﺈِﻧﺴﻴﻨﺻ
 ﻭ ﻭ
(We have charged the human to be kind to his parents. With much pain his mother bore him,
and with much pain she gave birth to him)
Mothers carry children with korh not karh (pain associated with love, not dislike).
And Imam Husain (as), on the day of Ashora, told his companions:
ﺻﱪﺍ ﺻﱪﺍ ﻳﺎ ﺑﻨﯽ ﺍﻟﮑﺮﺍﻡ ﻓﻤﺎ ﺍﳌﻮﺕ ﺍﻻ ﻗﻨﻄﺮﺓ
“Patience O sons of Honor, for death is nothing but a bridge”
III. Those without Journey to God
1. Journey to vs. Orbiting around :
Those who are far, journey towards Allah, but those who are near they have a different relation
with Him:
('
ّ ( ا22:26) ﻮ ِﺩﺴﺠ
 ﺮ ﱠﻛ ِﻊ ﺍﻟ ﺍﻟﲔ ﻭ
 ﺍﹾﻟﻘﹶﺎِﺋ ِﻤﲔ ﻭ
  ﻟِﻠﻄﱠﺎِﺋ ِﻔﻴِﺘﻲﺑ ﺮ ﻬ ﻭ ﹶﻃ ﻴﺌﹰﺎﺷ ﻙ ﺑِﻲ ﺸ ِﺮ
 ﺗ ﺖ ﺃﹶﻥ ﻟﱠﺎ
ِ ﻴﺒﻣﻜﹶﺎ ﹶﻥ ﺍﹾﻟ ﻢ ﺍﻫِﻴﺑﺮﺎ ِﻟِﺈﻮﹾﺃﻧ ﺑ ﻭِﺇ ﹾﺫ
(Behold! We gave the site, to Abraham, of the House, (saying): "Associate not anything with
me; and sanctify my house for those who compass it round, or stand up, or bow, or prostrate
themselves (therein in prayer).
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