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I. Correspondence of the Outward with the Inward
1. The Outward as the Manifestation of the Inward:
Even though in the beginning of the developmenthefsoul, deeds together with intensions
fashion and give rise to the soul, once the sollexes mastery over traits, one’s outward and
deeds become manifestations and signs of one’s Blaueé are some verses from the Holy
Quran on this subject. Regarding the faithful:

(1 48:29) 3053 & glis B3 5 el ST Lo g 2y 5 (alocn
(Their marks are on their faces from the trace obgpration. That is their likeness in the

Torah)
Regarding the guilty:

(e 55:41) f‘aéﬂg L;.p\}fjb. .b-jj.e éw uji,xij\ O
(The guilty shall be recognized by their marks,lsytshall be seized by the forelocks and the

feet)
Regarding the hypocrites:
(332 47:29) Gl W = 3 3 Of D570 v b 3 Ll o 3

(Or, do those who have a disease in their heartsktthat Allah will not reveal their hatregl?

(320 47:30) pSIGET (L Iy 3 ) (3 s 2T (s i ol o aS 50 55
(Had we so wanted, we could have shown them upu@yd you would have known them by
their marks, but surely you will know them by tbeet of their speech! And Allah knows your
deeds).
Thus, the words and actions of both camps in Karare outward manifestations of their
inward states of being. It is in this context thed seek to explain the meaning of some
incidents related to this event.

[I. Thirst and Water

1. Water as the Source of Life:
Allah (swt) says that water is the source of life:

(1 21:30) 04y Wl 5 o3 O U L sy
(And we have made of water everything living, Wiyt not then believg?
Every form of life has its own appropriate formvediter; even for the throne:

(2 11:7) L1 L 422 0
(His throne was upon the wajer
Thus, the outward thirsts of martyrs of Karbala bannterpreted as the representation of their

inward thirst for a higher and purer form of lifa.other words, it is a thirst for knowing Allah
(swt) through His various forms of manifestation.



2. The Non-acquired vs. Acquired Bounties :
Some of God’s bounties are mere grace, for whiddsl®f the servant are not a precondition;
theses aréliba (<) from God. However, there are some other bountigsiware rewards for
something(s) which the servant does.
Regarding this second category, the Holy Quran:says
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(If they had established the torah and the gospel w&hat was sent down to them from their
lord they would be eating from above them and flmneath their feet. Some of them are a
righteous nation; but many of them evil is what/tte)
Seyyed Haydar Amoli says that establishing thehtdsa observing the lawshariah), by
marinating its pillars outwardly; establishing tgespel is maintaining its pillars inwardly
(tarigah: path); and establishing what has been sent dowhem is maintaining the Quran
with regards to realityh@agiqg. Those who do the above are rewarded two typessiEnance,
one from their above, and one from beneath their fe
Hiba (<#) is an unconditional giving just for eternal loweich as what Allah (swt) bestowed
on Prophets (as). However, a rewarded bounty gitdhe servant to a trial and test. Consider
how Allah (swt) serves some people who have remsi@adfast on the path water of life just to
test them:
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(If they had (only) remained on the way, we shoeldainly have served them with water in

abundance to try them by it. And anyone who tumayafrom the remembrance of his lord, he

will cause him to undergo a severe penalty

3. Extreme Thirst as Absolute Poverty:

God’s blessing anthiba (#) comes to those who need it. His grace is propmat® to the

need. Thus, the more needy the servant, the mamedaht the bounty. Godtsiba (<) does

not have any positive (existential) preconditioopever, lack and poverty is a hecessary non-

existential precondition for it, for Allah’'s boue8 are best bestowed and manifested where

there is nothing beside Allah (swt). Thus, it isdsthat he who is absolutely poor among

human beings, is the absolute and the perfect. ishhew Musa (as) described his conditions

to his Lord:
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(So he served water (to their flock) for them amhthatlred to the shade, saying: 'O my lord,
surely | was in need of whatever good you senf me.
And deprivation of water is the most extreme forfindl@privation and destitute.
lll. Captivity as Obedience to Allah
1. Hz (Hazrat; i.e. her holiness) Zaynab (sa) among &e Women:
It has been reported by Tabari that when the haldesf Imam Husain (as) were brought to
ibn Ziyad’s assembly, she had put on old dressésanamong slave women. Ibn Ziyad asked,
“Who was that woman who went among the slave worhén#e of the slave women said,
“She is Zaynab daughter of Ali.” ...According to Sdydn Tawus, inb Ziyad directed his
people to take the captives in a house beside rdredgMosque. Hz. Zaynab (sa) said, “No



women of the Arab descent will be allowed to visg except slave women, who have
experienced captivity like us.”

2. True Servitude to Allah:
It seems that the experience of captivity on the {e household of Imam Husain (as) was to
represent their complete submission to Allah (svapd trusting Him and welcoming
everything which comes from Him. This view is sugpd by the statement of Hz. Zaynab (sa)
in response to Ibn Ziyad who asked her, “How did fiad what God do to your brother?” to
which she replied, “I did not see but beauty!”

3. Hz. Zaynab (sa) and Obedience to Allah:
It is reported that when the captives of the Hookklthe Prophet (sa) were to be taken to
Kufeh, they asked to be passed by the corpsesd¥itrtyrs. Hz. Zaynab (sa) cried and, while
lifting up the body of Imam Husain (as) a littlevard the sky, said ...
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And in another report,
O Joldl s U (5 gl
(O Allah accept from us this little of the sacrifice
This shows how she considered those sacrificeBarptesence of Allah (swt). She expressed
her absolute obedience and poverty. However, orltzh Aswt) accepted her sacrifice, He
perfected them.
IV. The Event of Karbala as the Universality of Allah’s

1. Persons of Different Backgrounds Gathered around rham Husain (as):
Companions of Imam Husain (as) who were slain inbka or went to captivity came from
various backgrounds. Some were members of his awnlyf, some used to be slaves, some
were very old, and some very young...They all had tmeg in common, a deep love for
Imam Husain (as). He (as) uplifted every single afethem to a life higher. As such,
commemoration ceremonies of Ashora bring God’'setaevery participant.

2. The Etiquette of theAzadary (mourning) and Ziyarat of Imam Husain:



