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Heidegger: Through Phenomenology to Thought
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e SO It happens, then, that the ground-question of
metaphysics becomes the interrogation of Being In
the light of itself, Being In its truth. (p. 7)
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* As Heidegger goes about meditating the process of a-

mbewo [(a-1€theia) (un-hiddenness, un-concealment)]
this strange paradox (hidden from the metaphysician)
that Being contracts into the beings it makes manifest
and hides by the very fact that it reveals, never loses

Its fascination for him. (p. 8)
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We find striking confirmation of this in the inaugural
lecture at Freiburg (1929), when, In posing the
question that gives the lecture its title, "What Is
Metaphysics?," he meditates the sense of Nonbeing

(Nichts). The hiddenness of Being (in beings) is,
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then, for Heidegger as essential a part of his experience
as Being itself. What we call here the "hiddenness" of
Being (in beings) may be understood in terms of a "not"
that contracts Being in beings and at the same time

differentiates i1t from them.
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