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"hat Is the question that bothers Heidegger, and

that 1s the question about the “Sinn” (zin =), as

he calls It at the time, the meaning of “Being”,

W
W

nat 1S, N0 matter w

nere “Being” Is understood as the capital “1S” of

nat 1t’s called In the tradition
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So, that the whole dissertation was based upon the
different senses that 6v (on [ohn] &), namely, “that
which 1s” has In Aristotle. And they are numerous.
But concretely, what that suggests to me Is the
experience of difference (different) meanings that

“I1s” has in our own daily life,



mJQM‘CﬂqAJﬁ/‘J“\S/ﬂ

Qﬁ\ﬁ\)d\)dg&.ﬂuﬂu&\)d‘\;ﬂ

namely “this Is a camera,” “this IS a reception
room,” and “this Is the 7th day of October,” and
“this Is a chalr,” and “this 1s a person who is talking
to you, who Is for me a person.” So, the “iIs” has

many different meanings, you know.
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Because each of these things, including ourselves,
“1s” differently, that’s what makes us different, that
makes It possible for us to be different. But
nonetheless, there Is some common denominator, to
put It crudely, In that word “is”, and Heidegger’s

question was precisely that what about this “is”,
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as common to all these things that are and even for
Aristotle and Brentano and rest of the world, what 1s
the common denominator of that “is”. So, his

guestion was precisely that “what Is the ‘Is’ that

prevails and comes to expression In everything that

1S?”
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And what’s the difference between this “is” that IS

shared and the that Is not shared, but because It
IS In every case. So, that was his initial question, and
for a 19-year-old that’s a serious question, and he
went to all the sources at his disposal, and that

guestion remained
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because whomever he read, whether Aristotle

himself, or Plato, or Plotinus, or other pre-Socratics,

no matter whom he read, each of them used
word “Is”, I1n one form or another, but none of t
posed the question about “what Is the ‘Is’ of t

different forms of “1s’?”

the

1em

1€SE
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| think that is the capital “IS” of “what 1s”, where
“what is”, is not simply what is an év (on [ohn] o), a
being or a thing, but “what is the case”, which Is a
formula which Is a common noun to describe
something that “is” but It’s not a thing like other

things but nonetheless “is”
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