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The rumor that attracted them to Freiburg and to
the Privatdozent who taught there, as somewhat
later they were attracted to the young professor at
Marburg, had it that there was someone who was
actually attaining “the things” that Husserl had
proclaimed, someone who knew that these things
were not academic matters but the concerns of
thinking men—concerns not just of yesterday and
today but from time immemorial—
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and who, precisely because he knew that the thread
of tradition was broken, was discovering the past
anew.
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It was technically decisive that, for instance, Plato was
not talked about and his theory of ldeas expounded,
rather for an entire semester a single dialogue was
pursued and subjected to question step by step, until
the time-honored doctrine had disappeared to make
room for a set of problems of immediate and urgent
relevance. Today this sounds quite familiar, because
nowadays so many proceed In this way; but no one
did so before Heidegger.
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